                      WHOM ARE YOU SEEKING 

“But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Raboni!” (Which is to say, Teacher?) Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to my God and your God.” Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. (John 20:11-18)
The Lord that we are serving is God who has unsearchable power, unsearchable understanding, wisdom and knowledge (Ps 145:3). We are here as a body of Christ but each person’s request is different. As the Lord said that on the third day that He would rise, He rose. Whenever you seek the Lord early you shall find Him (Ps 63:1). Mary Magdalene went early, she could not find the body of the Lord and went back to tell the disciples. The disciples followed her to the tomb, they only found the linen that was used to wrap Him, and the disciples went away. Mary Magdalene was looking and seeking as she believed that Jesus did not die. Jesus is alive and because He is alive, your glory that the enemies have made to die will be resuscitated today in the name of Jesus Christ. As you are reading this message, whom are you seeking?

You have an assignment and purpose on this earth and this purpose must be accomplished in the name of Jesus Christ. Truly you leave your house to come to church, you sit down beside another sister/brother, truly you have your pen and take notes but whom are you seeking? You have a choice to make; you can either come to church to seek man or to seek God. Mary Magdalene did not seek man but God, that is why she saw God but the disciples went to see the body of the Lord, not the risen Christ and when they did not see His body, they returned back home. These were Apostles of Christ, at times, congregation are seen as sinners while ministers are seen as saints, but that is not the way God operates (Luke 16:15). Nadab and Abihu were priests who  took censer and put profane fire on it, fire came down from the Lord and killed them (Lev 10:1-2). The Lord said to Moses and Aaron that they would not take the Israelites to the Promised Land ‘because you did not hallow me before these men……’ (Num 20:12); The Lord judged Moses in the way He could judge the congregation. 

There are some sets of people who are in the church because they want to see man; either to see the man of God or to see some set of people or to see the set up of the church. There are two categories of this group of people;

1. Some people are in the church to see the good things that men are doing. An example is Queen Sheba who came to see King Solomon because she has heard of King Solomon’s fame. She saw man but not God (1king 10:1), some people are in the church because of man. This will not take you to paradise that will not make you to fulfil purpose. Whom are you seeking?

2. Some people are in the church to see errors of the church, errors of the ministers or errors of the members. Whom are you seeking?

3. Some people are in the church for a reason well known to them. They may be very quiet but they have their reasons. Whom are you seeking?

There are some other people who come to seek God. Some people come to church to seek  but do not understand the God they are serving. Many people serve God but do not know God (Act 17:22-24) that is why little mistake will make some people to leave church. You say that you are a born again Christian and you are manipulating people; do you understand God?  Turning people against each other, do you understand God?  When you say that somebody has hurt you and you have to retaliate, do you know God? Have you forgotten that vengeance belongs to God (Ps 84:1). There are some battle that you are fighting and you are unable to win because you are fighting it by yourself and it is not of God (1Sam 17:46-47,2Chr 32:8, 20:15,17). 

The Lord will take control of your battle and He will fight for you in the name of Jesus Christ. He will prove to your enemies that they have failed, that they are no where to be found. The Lord will arise for you and scatter all your enemies; He will lift you up in the name of Jesus Christ. The battle that you have committed into the hand of your doctors or your bank managers will now be taken over by God and He will fight for you. The battle between you and your husband, you and your wife, between you and your in-laws; the Lord will amend things, He will cause His reconciliation to happen in every family in the name of Jesus Christ. Put your confidence in God (Ps118:8-9,). God wants peace to reign in every person’s life (Heb 12:14, Is 9:6, Ps 105:14-15). At times, you think you are the only one suffering, but you are just passing through some tests. God asked Abraham to offer Isaac for a sacrifice but because Abraham passed the test, God made provision for the sacrifice and also blessed Abraham (Gen 22:1-19) 

· May God bless you and multiply your descendants 

· May God multiply you spiritually, financially and materially.
· When you are passing through trials and tribulations; may God be with you.

· When you are passing through fire; He will be with you and fire will not burn you.

· When you are passing through waters, He will be with you and water will not overwhelm you.

 He will make you to triumph over every trial; your trial will turn to testimony in the name of Jesus Christ. After passing a trial comes prosperity, may God prosper you in everything that you lay your hands on, in the name of Jesus Christ.    

  To every frustration, to every depression, to everything that is contrary to the will of God in your life, God will see you through in the name of Jesus Christ. Because you know the God that you serve, you will live and not die in the name of Jesus Christ. For those who know their God, they shall be strong and they shall carry out exploits (Dan 11:32) Job knew his God (Job 19:25, 14:14, Ps 30:5, 34:5).

When you look unto God, you will be radiant and your face will not be ashamed; 

· You will not be ashamed of your life

· You will not be ashamed of journey

· You will not be ashamed of calling

· You will not be ashamed of your business

· You will not be ashamed matrimonially

· You will not be ashamed materially

You shall not be put to shame in everything you are holding or handling in the name of Jesus Christ. The Bible says that ‘When you present yourself before me, you shall not come to me empty handed’ (Deut 16:16) because the Lord will supply for your needs. Those who seek the Lord shall not lack anything (Ps 34:10), it is because you do not seek the Lord that you complain that you lack. Whom are you seeking? Mary Magdalene stood there to seek the Lord, she did not go to see the linen, the tomb or the fragrance and she saw the Lord.

Know your God today, understand that the Lord that you are serving is a good God, know that if He has promised, He will never fail. The promise is for an appointed time and when the appointed time comes, the Lord will beautify your life and surprise you in the name of Jesus Christ.

            GOD OR MAN; WHOM ARE YOU SEEKING?

             REMAIN BLESSED IN THE LORD

                 APOSTLE MATTHEW OLUWAJOBA

                  GENERAL OVERSEER (CUPM)
19/06/05


