                     WHEN HIS WORD IS TOO STRONG TO BEAR
“When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea; Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry, for the land has committed great harlotry by departing from the Lord. So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. Then the Lord said to him: call his name Jezreel, for in a little while I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the house of Jehu, and bring an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. It shall come to pass in that day that I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel” (Hosea 1:1-5)
  “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the Lord for the children of Israel  who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans. So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one and one-half homers of barley. And I said to her, ‘You shall stay with me many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man—so, too, will I be towards you.’ For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim. Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days.” (Hosea 3:1-5)
As Hosea began to minister unto the Lord, the Lord said that He wanted to find a wife for Hosea; not a virgin, not a divorcee but a harlot and without questioning God, Hosea went and married Gomer, a harlot. The first child she had for him was a son, second child was a girl and the third child was a son. The big question today is; How can God speak to His own child to go and marry a harlot, if God speaks such a thing to you or me, are we going to query Him or we have to do it? Sometimes when God speaks to us, we receive it immediately. Whenever we read Deut. 28:1-14, we all say amen because of the blessings but when it continues from verse 15, we don’t bother to read it or listen because they are curses. 

God is a faithful God. He will never do anything that would make you to regret serving Him. At times when we are in trouble and the Lord says, ‘stay where you are, where there are problems’, or when you are about to take a step or an action which you believe would move you forward but the Lord says ‘no, stop’; or at times when you decided that your marriage has to be ended because you are fed up but God says that is your husband, you must stay. It is not every time God speaks to you that you will be comfortable, at times He makes you to be uncomfortable because He wants to speak to you. It is not every time that God will smile with you or laugh with you. You must understand that ‘Not your will has to be done but the will of God’. (Luke 11:2) In heaven, they do the will of God otherwise there will be commotion, therefore on earth we have to do the will of God.
Those who do the will of God are the children of God and those who do the will of their own heart are not of God. Sometimes, you are angry because of what people have done against you but the Lord says pray for your enemies. What am I going to do when His word is too harsh for me to bear? Why did Hosea agree with God and why did he go for a harlot? This is not saying that you should marry a harlot but whatever He tells you to do, that is what you have to do. When you are doing your own will, you may have a temporary happiness, but when you are doing the will of God, though you may feel disturbed, but afterwards joy will follow; such joy can never be terminated in the name of Jesus Christ. When the Lord wants to break you down, He takes everything from you to break you down because there is something great waiting for you. Majority of the hardship that you are going through now is not all spiritual/satanic attack and even if it is spiritual attack, God allows it to happen for a reason known to Him.

The reasons why Hosea took the action and he did exactly what God asked him to do;

1. Because he knows that God never changes His word: He never compromises with anybody (Is 42:8). Whatever He says, that is what will stand. ‘I am the Lord, I do not change….’ (Malachi 3:6). When Jesus Christ wanted to escape the cup; He said “O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will” (Matt 26:39). When He tells you this is your husband, that is your husband forever and when he tells you this is your wife, that is your wife for ever. When He tells you to move, you have to move, when He tells you to wait, you have to wait. When you are not yielding to the word of God, you are fighting God, when He tells you to do something and you do not do it, you are fighting God. If you cannot forgive people, you are not His, when He spoke to Jonah to go to the Nineveh, he decided to run away in a ship, and a big fish swallowed Jonah and the fish vomited Jonah at the spot of Nineveh (Jonah 1:3, Jonah 2:1-10). There is no way you can escape God’s trap when He captures you, (Ps 139:7): Moses could not escape it when God sent him to where he has been declared wanted and he made up his mind to go. Many people are perambulating the place, going round in circle because they are unable to yield to the voice of God (Ps 62:11). Adam and Eve were told not eat of the tree of the knowledge of evil and good (Gen2:16-17) but when they ate it (Gen 3:6) they died (Gen 3:19). He does not change His word, whatever he asks you to do, do it. 

2. Because Hosea knows that his defence can never condemn the word of God: Some of you are determined that you do not want husband any more due to the disappointment from the past and the Lord asks you to re-marry; but you say that you are happy, and you are married to Jesus but that is spiritual, you must have your own husband/ wife. You should not admire another man’s wife or another woman’s husband, find your own husband. Your defence can never alter God’s word. God is righteous in everything (Jer 12:1). ‘What am I going to do when His word is too strong for me?’ you had better agreed with Him.
3. Because Hosea knew that every word of God is for a purpose: The Lord specifically allowed Paul and Silas to be imprisoned because of a jailer that must be saved (Act 16:23-33). Joseph had to go to prison in order to get to the throne. Whatever happens to you  is for a purpose, whatever you are going through  is for a purpose and God will carry you through. God made Esther to be on the throne because He knew that there would be an attack against the children of Israel. 

4. Because Hosea knew that God never makes a mistake: He did not make a mistake concerning your structure, He can never make a mistake concerning you. When prophet Agabus told Apostle Paul not to go to Jerusalem, Apostle Paul made up His mind and went to Jerusalem. God did not make a mistake concerning Saul because children of Israel requested for a king; When Samuel was disturbed about installation of Saul who disappointed him (1Sam 8:5-8).God said to Samuel ‘why are still mourning for Saul since I have rejected Him to be a king over my people’ (1Sam 16:1). When God says that He has exchanged you, there is nothing you do about it; Children of Israel requested for a king and the Lord gave them their request. May the request of God be granted in your life, not your own personal request but the will of God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

There are some things which you may not agree with according to your own philosophy, but not right according the scripture; weaving your hair as a man, using women accessories and clothes, copying feminine attitude and ear piercing is telling God that you have changed your sex. This means that you are in the category of gays, homosexuals will not see the kingdom of God. Also, a woman wearing excessive jewellery, piercing their tongues and other areas is wrong. If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, old things have passed away, behold all things have become new. The way you behave and talk with your appearance must be born again. 
God wants you to agree with Him today as He has visited you; whatever God asks you to do in His ministry, no matter whom you are, you should do it because you do not know what God wants to do for you. God is training and taking you through some process until the appointed time. If you are not fully matured, even when your appointed time comes, you will not be able to get there because God will never produce somebody that is not matured to lead His kingdom. Some of you are to sponsor ministries but in as much that you are unable to start with the little that you have; not faithful with your tithes, God will not release plenty for you. Some people are expecting that it is the time when the money comes that they will do the work of God. God does not move like that. 
     What am I going to do when His word is too strong for me?

Prayer; Father, make me to obey your voice, either it suits me or not. Make me to do your will, not my own will in the name of Jesus Christ. 
                           Remain blessed in the Lord
                             Apostle Matthew Oluwajoba

                                 General Overseer (CUPM)

