             THE PLAN OF GOD FOR MY LIFE
          “Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of  Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph an Ephraimite. And he had two wives; the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. This man went up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord were there. And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an offering, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. But to Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, although the Lord had closed her womb. And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and did not eat.Then Elkanah her husband said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?’ 

So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle of the Lord. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. Then she made a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!” But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.

Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him” And she said, Let your maidservant find favour in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. Then they rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked him from the Lord.” (1Sam 1:1-20)

“And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The Lord give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was given to the Lord.” Then they would go to their own home. And the Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the Lord” (1Sam 2:20-21)

God has a plan for your life. If the earthly father has plans for his children, heavenly Father has a plan for everyone. God said to Prophet Jeremiah that ‘Before I formed you, I knew you……’ (Jer 1:5).The Bible says that ‘there are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless, the Lord’s counsel - that will stand (Prov 19:21). If a father or parent dies, his plans may not be carried out but the plan which the Lord has for you and I; because He is the all powerful (Omnipotent), the only one who has the knowledge (Omniscience), the one who is everywhere (Omnipresent), the one who never dies (Eternal); the plan stands for ever. God watches over His plan (Jer 1:12; Matt 24:35), His word and plan for your life will surely come to pass in the name of Jesus Christ. God had a plan for Hannah to be the mother of the first prophet who installed the first King in Israel, the prophet who changed the protocol of God in the area of priesthood. God can change anything for anything; God can change protocols and turn things around to give you good things. The Lord closed Hannah’s womb for a reason (1Sam1:5); what you are going through is for a reason, for people to know that He is God (Exodus 9:16; 20:5) and a jealous God.

Things can not continue like this, things will change for the better. God is a good and merciful God (Ps 86:15; 118:1). Hannah went through frustration and provocation from Peninnah her rival; whoever is barren either physically, numerically, spiritually or financially, God will turn your frustration to fruitfulness in the name of Jesus Christ. Every mountain that is making you to be sick, afraid and shaken shall be brought low, every valley shall be exalted and the crooked way shall be made straight and the rough way shall be made smooth in your life in the name of Jesus Christ. God has a plan for you (Jer 29:11) and no one will be able to cover this plan. People do not know what tomorrow will be that is why they cause harassment, Peninnah thought Hannah would be barren for life; the bible says ‘do not rejoice over me my enemies for if I fall I will rise again’ (Micah 6:8). When the plan of the Lord comes, people will see it. There are times we do some things hastily, we jump beyond the time of God but God would say ‘wait’ until the appointed time. 

There are seven things that can never change the plan of God for your life:  
1. Wrong foundation: Your foundation might be wrong but it can never change God’s plan for you. People can try to delay but at the appointed time, nobody can delay the plan of God for you. For example, Gideon, a deliverer, came from the lineage of Baal, (Judges 6:12-26) God told him to destroy idol of Baal and Gideon destroyed the idol because God’s plan was to bring something out of nothing for Gideon. May be there was some hereditary bondage or ancestral curse in your life, in as much as God has taken you out of that bondage, the bondage can not change the plan of God for your life. God is your foundation, He can repair your foundation. 

2. Enemity within the house: A man’s enemy are the members of his household (Micah 6:7); as terrible as the enemies are, they can not change the plan of God for you. If God says He wants to do something in your life and people ganged up against you, they did this to Joseph but the Lord glorified Himself in Joseph’s life. Let the witches gang up against you, no matter what they fashion against you but in the name of Jesus, you will destroy them. David was left out and forgotten by his family when Samuel was sent to Jesse but God remembered him (1Sam 16:1-13).The plans of God will surely stand in your life, this plan can not fail in the name of Jesus Christ. Enemies may delay your documents, at the end of the day, it has to be released; Peninnah frustrated Hannah but it led to fruitfulness, your frustration will lead to fruitfulness in the name of Jesus Christ.

3. Attacks by the giants: Attacks may be physical or spiritual, if they have stepped upon your glory, they will remove their feet from your glory by fire in the name of Jesus Christ. Any arrow or gun being shot against you, any spear being thrown at you; by the power of the Lord, they are going to fail in the name of Jesus Christ. Remember ‘when you pass through waters, I will be with you…… ‘(Is 43:2), whatever weapon they fashioned against you either in the air, ocean, lagoon or in the rock, whatever they have done against you shall be not prosper in the name of Jesus Christ. Every step you are taking shall be a step of progress; the grace of the Lord will be upon you; God will give you room for expansion and enlargement; God will make you fruitful in the land; God will make you an eternal excellence, a joy of many generations. The giants may strike but you shall never be moved in the name of Jesus Christ.

4. Your present position/office: What you are doing now is the plan of men for you but when the plan of God comes; it will overtake the plan of men (Deut 8:1). The Bible says, concerning Modecai, a gate keeper but he became the prime minister (Esther 2:19; 10:2). Apostle Paul was a persecutor, a killer and a trouble maker, but the Lord changed him. Whatever you are trying to turn and it does not turn, commit it to God (James 1:7) and when God turns things around for you, you will be surprised, may God surprise you in the name of Jesus Christ.

5. Your present predicament: Problems you are facing now can never change the plan of God for you. Joseph was put in prison for what he did not do, but this did not disturb what God wanted to do (Gen 39:20). What you are passing through now can not change the programme of God; God has a purpose for your life.

6. Abandonment of the helpers: God has sent helpers into your life but they have abandoned you; Joseph said to the chief butler ‘remember me when it is well with you’ (Gen 40:14) but the chief butler did not remember Joseph (Gen 40;23). When Pharaoh had a dream, nobody could interpret his dream; he had to send for Joseph to interpret his dream so God remembered Joseph and promoted him because whatever God says He is going to do, He will do it. 

7. Peoples’ opinion towards you: Criticism, backbiting and blackmailing can never change the programme of God. When Nehemiah started building the wall of Jerusalem (Neh 2:19; 6:1-7), Sanballat, Tobiah and Gesham wrote a letter against Nehemiah that he wanted to rebel against the king but that was peoples’ opinion. Whatever people say should not disturb you; the things that the Lord wants to give you is in front of you not at the back, move forward, but if you can not endure the cross you will not be able to move forward (Heb 12:2). 

The only thing that can change the purpose of God for your life is self-righteousness. There might be some impossibility in your life and people say ‘do not try anymore’, God, who did that of Hannah at the appointed time will do yours too. 

Why not go to the Lord right now and speak to Him; 

Lord, 

I know that I am not righteous but I am calling to You Lord almighty, You have a plan for me, let the plan be fulfilled right now, let it come to physical manifestation  in the name of Jesus Christ. I know that You do not want me to continue in this frustration, in this problem, have mercy upon me, I come before You almighty God, my redeemer, do something new in my life.

Lord, I am not righteous, but remember Your word that You will make me an eternal excellence, a joy of many generation, it is time to consider me. Let my present situation be the cause of my upliftment, let your favour come upon my life in the name of Jesus Christ.

If you have not given your life to Jesus Christ, confess Him as your Lord and saviour, because He is the one that has a plan for your life.

                 REMAIN BLESSED IN THE LORD

                       APOSTLE MATTHEW OLUWAJOBA

                             GENERAL OVERSEER (CUPM)

