                                     RESTRUCTURING
            “How the faithful city has become a harlot, it was full of justice, 
              righteousness lodged in it but now murderers. Your silver has 
              become dross, your wine mixed with water, your princes are 
              rebellious and companions of thieves, everyone loves bribes and
              follows after rewards, they do not defend the fatherless nor the 
              cause of the widow come before them.” (Is 1:21-23)
                      “How the gold has become dim, how changed the fine gold,
                       the stones of the sanctuary are scattered at the head of every   

                      street.”(Lam 4:1)
Restructuring can be defined as something which has been built but due to one reason or another, or as a result of damage, needs to be restructured. The restructuring that the Lord is talking to us about today is restructuring of all those good things that the devil has turned bad or damaged in our lives. God was asking the people of Israel ‘how has the faithful city become a harlot?’ Harlot means ‘a woman that is moving from one man to another’ but this is not about prostitution or fornication or adultery, this is about spiritual harlotry; somebody that is moving from one God to another god, those who do not depend on their own God, those who would praise God and pray in the church but do other things outside the church, these are the people called ‘harlots’. The Israelites were faithful in the beginning, Moses brought them out of the land of Egypt, Joshua took them into the land that was flowing with milk and honey, which the Lord promised them, Judges came and led them in the way of the Lord, so did some prophets, but the same city that worshipped the Lord changed and stopped depending on God. 
The question before you and I today is ‘why were they no longer depending on God? Why did they change? What has made gold to become dim? (Lam 4:1) God looked at us as gold (Is 43:4) and this was confirmed by God when He said everything that He created were good (Gen 1:4,10,12,18,21,25) and when He created man, He said it was very good (Gen 1:31) ; why is it that those things that were good before are bad now? many people are doing what the Lord has not created them to do, but situation and pressure have made us to get out of the way of the Lord.. God wants to bring you back (Ps 138:8), He wants to perfect everything about you, God answers prayers (Ps 20:2, Ps 21:2), He created you so good and He wants to fulfil all the purpose that He has for you (James 1:17; Jer 1:5) Some of you used to be quiet but not anymore, some of you now go from one night party to another, some of you used to lend money to people but now, you are borrowing. So why have things changed?

There are some situations which you may be going through now because God wants you to go through them so that you can be strong spiritually. When the Lord asked Ezekiel to prophesy to the dry bones, nothing happened until there was a shaking afterwards, bones came to bones which means that things can get better after you have been shaken (Ezek 37:1-13); your own shaking may come in form of trials, tribulations, persecution, affliction and hostility but the Lord will bring you out in the name of Jesus Christ (Ps 66:12). Job went through a great trial to the level that his wife asked him to curse God and die but Job answered her ‘can we receive good things and will not receive bad things (Job 2:8-12). You should not expect that everything should be smooth; you need to restructure your life. 
Everything in your life has to be restructured; whatever you are going through God wants you to set yourself in order because He wants to bless you. Many things are disturbing God’s blessing and that is why He sends men of God; the apostles and prophets to His people so that you will be able to stand strong (Is 60:12, Exod 3:1-ff).
WHAT CAN DAMAGE PEOPLES’ LIVES ?

1. The devil: Satan causes a lot of trouble in our lives; all he wants to do is steal good things in our lives. (John 10:10). Today is a day of advice, the Lord is speaking to everyone that you and I need to restructure our lives; may the Lord restructure your lives today in the name of Jesus Christ. Satan is a dangerous spirit and he has his tricks (Gen 3:1) Satan can manipulate people, change peoples’ lives and destabilize things. Satan goes to different places to destroy (Job 1:7-9), Satan’s mission concerning your lives will be destroyed in the name of Jesus Christ. Satan stood against Joshua, the high priest, he gave him a filthy garment but the Lord rebuked him (Zech 3:1-5). If you have been given a garment that is not meant for you, may the Lord remove it today in the name of Jesus Christ.

2. Your Family: A man’s enemy are the members of his household (Micah 7:5), family can change destiny by using their mouth and other demonic power. There are some things which some people are struggling for now but the devil has damaged them so many years ago. Family may become your worst enemy.

3. Your Friends: There are some company that you are keeping and they are not good for you, some of them are unfriendly friends (1Cor 15:33). Evil company/communication corrupts good manner. For example, you tell your friend that you are fed up of your wife or husband, you want to get out of your marriage and your friend tells you to go ahead and do so, this is a bad friend. You do not have to listen to every advice that you receive from people and it is not every advice which you listen to should be followed; this is because some people advice you out of jealousy or hatred. Not everyone wearing same clothes have joy in their marriage; whatever is causing problem and frustration in your life or in your marriage, the Lord himself will heal you in the name of Jesus Christ.
4. Your Background: Some backgrounds are destructive, example, sons of Eli (1Sam 2:12, 22) were corrupt because they did not listen to their parents. On the other hand, Abraham’s background was good (Gen 18:17-19) so was Timothy’s background (2Tim 1:5). Remember your children when you are saying bad things about other people otherwise you are giving them a wrong background. 
5. Yourself: You must bridle your mouth (Ps 34:12). You may be the problem of your own life; enemies are attacking you because you have allowed it. When it is time to pray, you do not pray.

There are some important things which the enemy have damaged;

1.  Character: Your character is the word that is coming out from your mouth, it is not your appearance. You may conclude that some people are bad because of their countenance but when you move closer, you would realise that these people are good. Character can be changed by the wicked people in many ways; your clothes may be used to delay your destiny, your hair may be used to change your character, some nurses and doctors may be agents of the darkness but you must be restructured today in the name of Jesus Christ.

2. The future: Some peoples’ future has been damaged; those who have gone before you to destroy your future will be overtaken by you in the name of Jesus Christ. This is the reason why you must pray and when you do not pray, you are playing with your future. May everything which the devil has done concerning your future be wiped off in the name of Jesus Christ. 
I would like you to understand that it is not the day which the Lord promises you something that He would do that which He wants to do; David was anointed at the age of 17years but he did not get to the throne until he was 30years old, this means that the Lord prepared him for 13 years; Joseph had a dream at 17years, he left his parents and he became the prime minister at age 30years. Jesus Christ was prepared for 30years before He could start His ministry; Abraham knew God at the age 75 years but the Lord did not fulfil that promise until he was 100years old. How many years have you walked with God and you are already tired? Let your life be restructured to be conformed into the image of Christ (Rom 8:29). Whoever wants to be like Christ must have the spirit of tolerance and perseverance otherwise you can not move forward or be a good leader. As the Lord told Moses that ‘my presence will go with you and I will give you rest (Exod 33:14, Exod 23:23), let God instruct and lead you, pursue peace with all men.
Where the Lord is taking you, nothing can stop it and His vision must be fulfilled (Is 55:11). It may look impossible when God promises you some things but it is possible; just pursue peace with all men. Rejoice in the Lord because your vision and purpose will surely be fulfilled. Do not let the present situation destroy good things that the Lord is bringing into your life.
          Do not allow the devil to destroy your life

              Do not allow your family background to destroy your life

                  Do not allow your family to destroy your life

                       Do not allow bad company to destroy your life

                           Do not allow yourself to destroy your own life

Saul started with God but he ended with Satan, he destroyed his life by himself.
This is the time for your life to be restructured; what type of food are you eating? Are you still smoking? Are you still drinking, is this the way Jesus Christ will meet you when you have polluted your life?; you had better ask God to forgive you right now, ask God to restructure you, and as you do that, may your life be restructured  in the name of Jesus Christ.
May we be counted worthy when the trumpet sounds in the name of Jesus Christ.

EVERYDAY WHEN YOU WAKE UP, REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE GOING SOMEWHERE AND THE LORD WHO HAS BROUGHT YOU THIS FAR WILL TAKE YOU TO WHERE HE WANTS YOU TO BE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.
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