                                                    L E G A C Y
“And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and Jaspeth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. Then he said: cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants he shall be to his brethren.” And he said: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant. May God enlarge Jaspeth and may he dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant.” ” (Genesis 9:20-27)
“And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had; and while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country of the east. This is the sum of years of Abraham’s life which he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years.” (Genesis 25:5-7)
Legacy means ‘a thing handed down by the predecessors, the thing that the ancestors laid down for their descendants.’ Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac; because he had something that was why he could pass it down, but what if he did not have; what you do not have, you can not give. When Abraham went out to the land of Canaan, the Lord made him to be great (Gen 13:2). Abraham gave gold, silver and money to all other children but he gave all that he had, all that made him to be Abraham to Isaac, the son of promise. This is not about money and materials.
Every father must possess something which you can hand over to your children. If you leave money for your children, they may not spend it wisely because they did not labour for it. When the Lord said,  ‘Let us make a man in our image’ because men are supposed to be number one. Men are the expressive image of God. It was after Adam had been created that God realised that a helper was needed, it means that God wants every man that is not yet married to stand properly before you get somebody to help you. Adam stood properly and God said ‘Let me make a helper comparable to him’. 
God sent Jesus Christ to save us, not a woman. In Mount transfiguration; Moses, Elijah and Jesus Christ were all men. This is not to say that women are not important but that God wants men to be in the front. God wants you to be in a position of recognition, a position of great wisdom so that you will be able to recognise everything around you.

Legacy! What do you want to hand over to this coming generation? What do you want to hand over if today you are to pass away?

Fathers, you are important in the house of God. God needs men; you are men of war, you are men to depopulate the kingdom of the darkness. God wants to use you; God has deposited authority in your mouth to decree. Everyone needs the blessing of the father, that is why Rebecca asked Jacob to disguise himself so he can be blessed. You should never curse your children no matter what they do to you, you need to bless them.
Some women, because they are in the upper social class, they say that the father has no role to play in their children’s lives, when they can not produce the child without men. Some women believe that men are less important and they turn their children against their father, forgetting that a day will come when such children will ask of their father.

God wants you men to take full care of his wife, to honour his wife; women are not the original contributor but helpers and if they refuse to help, do not be hostile. God will provide for you so that you will be able to be a father for your household and generation. You must have enough to take care of your family and have a left over, because that is the will of God that you are to be the head and not the tail. God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil 4:19) and the Lord said that in the sweat of your face you shall eat your bread (Gen 3:19), not in the sweat of your wife.

Men must stand as warriors, always in the front. Stop being at the back, do not be brushed aside, stand right and be number one. The authority that the Lord has put in your mouth is not in the mouth of women (Gen 27:17-29, Gen49:1-ff). Every father in the bible was rich therefore shall be blessed in the name of Jesus Christ.
Every woman should make sure that there is good personal relationship and love between the father and their children. The children of Israel did not know Jesus Christ yet they were blessed because of the covenant with their father Abraham (Ps 89). It does not matter if the character of the father is bad; whatever God says is the head is the head.
Some fathers are very hostile to their children, cursing and beating their children as if they are slaves, therefore, some of these children have no relationship with their fathers because of too much fear. It is time to cut off that fear, embrace your children and guide them because of your future.

A woman, who is married and still bearing her father’s name, is an abomination; every woman is subject to a change of name as they are coming to you men because you are the head. God has given you the sword, the mantle, the power, the ability, the strength and the authority to be a father to your children and your wife. 

What is your legacy? Jesus Christ came and gave His legacy to His apostles and the legacy was passed down to us. The legacy of Jesus Christ is the Holy Spirit (Mark 16:17) and the legacy of Abraham was God in him; all that he had was God. He gave God to Isaac who passed this legacy down to generations till today that has made us to know that God exists; when you have God you have everything. Do not curse your children when you are angry, because every word you speak goes somewhere; some words wait till the future and cause problems. 
This is a time to think, a time to reason together and a time to believe that you are going somewhere. What will you become in the future? What will you and your family become in 5years time?

Some men do not talk or plan with their wives; the family can not grow up if it is by your own understanding, you need to work things out with your wife. God recognises that you and your wife are one, therefore spend time with your family.
You must communicate with your family; give instruction to your children and wife if you want to lay down good legacy. 
You must pray with your wife and children; be in the front.

There are three pillars that uphold marriage;

· LOVE

· TRUST

· UNDERSTANDING

If there is no love, you can still be together, trust may be affected yet it can be regained, but if there is no understanding, there will be fight every day; understand your wife and your children.

You have a purpose to fulfil on earth, may you fulfil that purpose in the name of Jesus Christ. 

          This is a special ministration for CUPM Men on their anniversary at 
           the headquarters on the 31/07/2005.
                           REMAIN BLESSED IN THE LORD

                                 APOSTLE MATTHEW OLUWAJOBA

                                      GENERAL OVERSEER (CUPM)

