                                DEDICATION
“Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh. And the child was young. Then they slaughtered a bull and brought the child to Eli. And she said, ‘O, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by you here praying to the Lord. “For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. Therefore I also have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord. So they worshipped the Lord there” (1Sam 1:24-28 KJV)
This is a year of dedication and a year of service. When Hannah asked the Lord for a son, she made a vow that she will dedicate him back to the Lord and she did. Probably people have been asking you to serve the Lord because you have some gifts, but you have been making excuses; the Lord says that you have to understand that you are alive today because He wants you to be alive and He would not keep you alive to be useless but to live to declare the works of the Lord (Ps 118:17) The Lord expects you to declare the acceptable year of the Lord (Luke 4:18-19); this is a year that you do not need to be called before you come to church; it is a year between you and your God, you are not serving God because of the Pastor or your family; it is a year of service. 
You have been sitting in the same position for too long; the Lord wants you to be an outstanding evangelist/minister of God; go ye and make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:19); you are a building and a field for God (1 Cor 3:9) and God wants to plant you (Ps 1:3). This is a year whereby you have to re-dedicate your life to Jesus, no matter who you are in the ministry; many people refuse to serve the Lord because they feel that there time is yet to come, but they have forgotten that they have no more time to waste (2Cor 6:2, Ps 102:13, Josh 3:5). This is not a year to postpone your service to God ( Luke 5:11, Matt 4:19), once the Lord has called you, you have no excuse but you have to follow the Lord; Elijah met Elisha, Elisha abandoned everything and followed Elijah (I kings19:19). If you have been in the ministry for one year and you have not done anything for God; it is not only your money that is so important but the Lord wants to use you.

WHY DO YOU NEED TO DEDICATE YOUR LIFE TO GOD?

WHY DO YOU NEED TO SERVE THE LORD?

1. Because He is your creator and He is the only person who knows the reason why He created you. ‘Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come….’ (Eccl 12:1); if you do not serve the Lord difficult days will come (Jonah 2:1-9). The reason why you do not serve the Lord is because you do not fear God in your life and this is due to lack of wisdom (Hosea 4:6, James 1:5). When you do not have the knowledge of God, you can not fear God, if you fear God you will know that it is a dreadful thing to fall in the hands of the Lord (Heb 10:31, Prov 1:7, Job 28:28, Ps 111:10, Prov 15:33, Eccl 12:13) Nadab and Abihu offered profane fire before God and fire from the Lord devoured them (Lev 10:1-2) God is righteous and faithful and there is no counsel against the truth (Prov 21:30, Deut 6:5); God wants you to serve Him this year. If you want the Lord to move close to you, move closer to Him (James 4:7), submit yourself under the power of the almighty. Moses served the Lord despite his excuses (Exod 4:2); God wants to show you great and powerful things that are hidden from the mind of the wise men or the rich men (Jer 9:23-24). It is the Lord that makes things to go well, therefore we have to serve the Lord (Prov 21:31); Samuel was dedicated to the Lord, so you have to teach your children in the way of the Lord (Is 8:18, Ps 127:3)
2. Because He is the only one who owns your future because He has the key of your life.(Rev 3:7, Is 22:22, Rev 1:18, Heb 12:2, Col 2:10).  Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit? (1Cor 3:16-17, 1Cor 6:19). The Lord has laid the foundation which stands forever and nobody can stand against it, therefore you must serve the Lord (Ps 87:1, Ps 24:1, Col 1:17). It is a year to serve the Lord without compromise.
3. Because He is your last hope; every other power, everybody will fail but it is only Christ who can never fail (Col 1:27,1Tim 1:1). Your hope of glory is Christ (Ps 39:7) when there is no one to support or rescue you, Jesus Christ is your last hope, a very present help in times of trouble. (Ps 119:147, John 1:1, Ps 46:1-2, John 14:14). The pillar of your life may fail but Jesus Christ never fails because He is the same yesterday, today and forever. His word can never change and whatever He has spoken concerning you will surely come to pass in the name of Jesus Christ. When Isaiah prophesied that Hezekiah would die (Is 38:1), Hezekiah went before the Lord as His last hope and the Lord added fifteen years to His life; Job also realised that God was his last hope (Job 19:25, Job 14:14, Ps 37:5, Prov 3:5-6). God never sleeps and He is not too busy to listen to you, He watches over you, He will not allow your feet to slip, He is God that answereth by fire and He will answer you by fire in the name of Jesus Christ.
4. Because if you want to fulfil purpose, you must dedicate your life to Jesus. If you minister to the people of God, your blessing is automatic. Esther did not want to serve but when she remembered that she was there for a purpose, she went before the king (Esther 4:16). Life is full of risk, if you can not take risks, you can not get things. If you look at the cloud, you will never plant anything.
5. Because you are a fantastic replacement: The position you want to occupy is being occupied by somebody else and the Lord wants to unseat some people in order to sit some people. God wants to use you to replace those people that the Lord has planted and did not move. If you do not hold the position which the Lord gave to you, by the time you start thinking about it, it may be too late for you. 
6. Because if you need the Glory of the Lord to fill your life; anytime there is a dedication, the glory of the Lord comes down. Are you doing the work which the Lord placed in your hands? The Glory of the Lord makes you to excel above and may the Glory of the Lord come upon your life in the name of Jesus Christ.
Why don’t you dedicate your entire life to Jesus Christ today ? 

Tell the Lord about all your errors and ask for forgiveness of sin.
Why not ask the Lord to use you; God can use anybody, 

Tell the Lord that you are ready to serve Him

It is a year of service, a year of new beginning, a year of testimonies, a year of  moving forward. Why not let Him be your God!!!
Jesus Christ is our last hope and He is everything to us, may His power be released upon you in the name of Jesus Christ (Amen)
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