                              CONCERNING MY FUTURE
“Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, ‘Make everyone go out from me!’ So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; does my father still live?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence.

And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near to me,” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother whom you sold into Egypt. But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in which there would be neither plowing nor harvesting.

And God sent me before you to preserve the posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph; God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry” (Gen. 45:1-9)

“When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said; Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him. So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying “Before your father died he commanded, saying; ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.’ Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father. And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, ‘Behold, we are your servants’. Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones. And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” (Gen 50:15)
“There is hope in your future, says the Lord, that your children shall come back to their own border” (Jer 31:17) 
Future means “about to happen or of time to come” which means from now onward. Probably for so many days or years you have been worried about your future. God is speaking to you; man or woman, that there is hope for your future. At times we look at ourselves ‘where am I heading to or what will become of my life tomorrow? God says tomorrow will be better if you can listen and obey the voice of the Lord your God. Concerning your calling, your business, your marriage, lives of your children; there is hope in your future. You shall be blessed in the name of Jesus Christ. Joseph was ganged up against, he was sold as a slave, and they thought his life had been terminated. Joseph’s father thought he had died, his brothers sold him to the midianites but he was transferred to Egypt for a reason and for a purpose. You are on this earth for a reason and a purpose and you are what you are for a reason and a purpose. A woman or man that is weeping or frustrated, worried about your marriage or your children; there is hope for a tree that is cut down and you are better than a tree (Job 14:7-9) There is hope concerning your finances, your job, your career and in everything that you are doing, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Joseph was a very nice person who always brought bad reports of his brothers to their father. His father loved him so much that he would buy him tunics of many colours, (Gen 37) he also had a dream which he relayed to his brothers; because of this, his brothers hated him. When God says there is hope in your future, there are some things that the devil will bring to your life in order to kill your future, your destiny or to destroy the purpose of God for your life, but I am saying to you that devil will strike but he will fail in the name of Jesus Christ.

               Things that can not affect your future
1. Enemity: Hatred for Joseph did not change his destiny. Hatred that people are fashioning against you can not change your destiny, problem that people are bringing into your life can never change your destiny. In the way God made Joseph to become what He created him to be, He will make you to become what He created you to be in the name of Jesus Christ. People may hate you but God loves you, you will now triumph over them; Every step that they are taking against you is a step of failure, every counsel against you is a counsel of Ahithophel, if they may make their meeting in the ocean or in the air, whatever they are planning is a plan of failure, they shall not prevail over you; God will shatter them, the prophecy for your life must come to pass in the name of Jesus Christ. Whatever the Lord says has to be done, He will increase your speed; God loves you, your future shall be brighter than the noon day, there is hope. Concerning your future, enemity can never stop it, let the whole world hate you with passion, whatever God says will surely stand, in as much as you are doing the will of God, there is hope for your life.

2. Persecution: Conspiracy can never disturb what God wants to do. Joseph was first cast into the pit. At times, when you are suffering, God does not acknowledge your suffering, He allows you to go deep that people can not solve the problem, then God shows up. Joseph was thrown into a pit but he did not drown because there was no water in the pit; wherever they throw you, before you get down, the Lord in His infinite mercy will take care of you, His face will shine upon you in the name of Jesus Christ. Joseph went down before he was lifted up, Jesus Christ went down before he could be lifted up. Let people dishonour you, same people will come to honour you, people will change their language to love you. Loneliness will be terminated, enemity will be cut off, hatred will varnish from your life for ever in the name of Jesus Christ. There are some people who have persecuted you, the position where you left them, the same position you shall meet them in the name of Jesus Christ. Old chapter will be closed down from your life in the name of Jesus Christ, you will celebrate, people will celebrate you. They removed Joseph clothes and he was given the best clothes, when they removed his old clothes, they did not know that they removed the problems of his life; whatever they have done against you, they are just helping you to cross over. Joseph crossed over but his enemies went back. God changed Joseph’s address; God will change your position in the name of Jesus Christ. God will perfect that which concerns you (Ps 138:8, Phil 1:6), no matter what they are doing or saying. 

3. Frustration: When Joseph came to Egypt, he was frustrated by a woman. Frustration can never change your destiny. Whatever He says, He is going to do it, whatever arrow they send, you shall return back to sender in the name of Jesus Christ. Joseph became a governor in Egypt (Gen 42:6,14,23), his brothers came and did not know him so they bowed for him. When people do evil against you, they might have forgotten, but you don’t forget. Time is coming when the Lord will bring everything to judgement, this  is a month of hope, blessing, joy, peace and progress in the name of Jesus Christ.
                         There is hope for you;

       Tell God concerning what is affecting your life negatively;
Joseph was separated from his father at the age of 17 years, sold as a slave but the favour of God was with him to make him an overseer. 

Anything that happens to you in life, take it that there is a purpose, the bible says that “All things work together for good for those who love God and those who are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28).
Whenever God is working on our behalf, let us do His will. He dwells in the tent of those who are doing His will.

Be a man/woman of vision who knows that he/she is going somewhere.

Tomorrow will be better, think of good things and bring everything into the hands of God and see what God is going to do in your life. 

     Remain Blessed in the Lord

         Apostle Matthew Oluwajoba

           General overseer (CUPM)

