                           A DAY OF GOOD NEWS

“Now on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they had laid Him.” Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb.

So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. 

Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. For as yet they did not know the scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” she said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, ‘Teacher’).

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your father, and to My God and your God,” (John 20:1-17)

  “Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news, and we remain silent. If we wait until morning light, some punishment will come upon us. Now therefore, come, let us go and tell the King’s household.” (2Kings 7:9)
About 2000 years ago, it seemed to be bad news to the disciples of Jesus, Mary mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene and other followers of Christ, because Jesus Christ was crucified. Christ resurrected on the third day and it became good news. May the Lord give you good news today in the name of Jesus Christ. When Jesus Christ died and was buried, a lot of people were there but when He resurrected nobody was there. Probably people have seen your downfall but by the time you will rise, they would not know, and you will rise in the name of Jesus Christ. The Lord purposed that the good news of Jesus Christ resurrection must be carried by a woman or somebody who has the spirit of God. For so many years people have been telling you bad news, but today is a day of good news. Sad news will vanish and good news will come upon your life in the name of Jesus Christ. 

There was famine in the land of Samaria and in the land of Israel, to the level that people started eating their own children; The King wanted to kill Elisha but he said “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that He cannot save; nor His ear heavy that He cannot hear, but your iniquities have separated you from God; and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that He will not hear” (Is 59:1-2) and Elisha said, “Hear the word of the Lord, Thus says the Lord “Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria”(2Kings7:1). This means that everything shall return to normal. God is God of possibility; He does not look unto the giants, nobles or wise men but through people that have been written off. Four lepers decided to go to Syria to fall into the Syrians’ hands, but the Lord did something new, The Lord made the Syrians to hear the noise of a great multitude of chariots and they ran away when nothing was pursuing them (2Kings7:3-8).  Nothing will pursue your enemies when they will run away from you in the name of Jesus Christ, ‘the wicked flee when no one pursues but the righteous are bold as a lion’ (Prov. 28:1), God will make you to be bold, every power that is waging war against you will flee today in the name of Jesus Christ. 

When the Lord is about to do something great in your life, it does not matter where you are or your position; He will be with you, empower you and make your enemies to fear you. 

Because God was about to do something great in the life of David, He made his father to send him to the camp to see to the welfare of his brethren but he decided to fight Goliath, he was clothed with armor and a bronze helmet but they were too heavy for him (1Sam 17;17ff-), God does not fight with javelin, sword or spear, the battle is the Lord’s. God will fight our battle for us in the name of Jesus Christ (2Chr 32:8). David went ahead, killed and beheaded Goliath, and that is how every Goliath of your life will die in the name of Jesus Christ. When God was about to do something great in the life of David, He empowered him, God is about to do something great in your life, the Glory of the Lord will go before you and He will cut your enemies off in the name of Jesus Christ (Ex 23:20,23).

Mary Magdalene stood still; she saw the Lord and gave the good news to the apostles. God will give you good news; everywhere you go, you will receive good news all the days of your life, people will come to celebrate you in the name of Jesus Christ. Because Christ is risen, your expectation will not be cut off, the time of visitation has come, you will receive good news in the name of Jesus Christ. 

        Reasons why you need good news;

· It heals the bones and gives you long life (Prov. 15:30)

· It satisfies a weary soul (Prov. 25:25)

Be a carrier of good news. God wants you to have good news but also wants you to carry good news; Are you ready to carry good news? Good news carrier is different from rumour carriers or carriers of bad news. Any news that you carry must be good news. (1Kings1:42, Is 52:7,Is 61:1, Rom 10:15, Nahum1:15, Acts 8:8, ) Every where Jesus went, there was always good news. Do not be a carrier of bad news, may God empower you to carry good news. To every problem you are facing in your life, there shall be good news; God will turn bad news to good news for you today in the name of Jesus Christ.

    Characteristics of the Carriers of Good News

1. They are people of light (1Thes 5:5, Mark16:9); People who have parted from the darkness, who believe and live in the light. A person that will carry good news must have Jesus. Jesus is the light of the world. 

2. People who are desperate to see God; while others were sleeping, Mary did not sleep and she went early. If you cannot wake up early in the morning to pray or you are sleeping too much, you can not see the glory of God. People who wake up early in the morning carry good news.

3. People who share good opinion with others, people who reason with others, who share ideas, who sow or give to God and others. 

4. People who sow in tears. Mary Magdalene was weeping (John 20:11, Ps 126:5)

5. People who wait to see the outcome of everything. Those who are in haste can never carry good news. Mary Magdalene stood still to see what had become of the body of the Lord.

6. People who know their God. Mary Magdalene challenged the angels asking them “where did you put Him”

7. You can hear good news from the mouth of a good person (2Sam 18:24). You can not force yourself to do it, you can only come to Jesus Christ to remould you.

Let the spirit of rejecting, condemning and despising people be buried and let a new woman\man come today for Christ is risen.

When you see your brother who is not happy, counsel him and reassure him about the goodness of the Lord. 

             GOOD NEWS IS BETTER THAN ANY OTHER THING

PRAY THIS PRAYER;

 FATHER, FROM NOW,   EVERY  NEWS  I SHALL BE CARRYING

 SHALL  BE  GOOD  NEWS IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.

            REMAIN BLESSED IN THE LORD

               APOSTLE MATTHEW OLUWAJOBA

                 GENERAL OVERSEER (CUPM)
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